Welcome to Zoology
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This packet has been put together to answer some of the questions you may have about the science class you are enrolled in this year.  It includes information on:
· Units you will be exploring this year in your science class

· Tools you will need to bring into class each day, and

· How your progress is evaluated in this science course

You will also find a page that requests signatures from both you and a parent.

I need your help to make this year will be an exciting experience for you.  It may be the first time you ever question why animals look and act differently, or what makes an animal suited for its habitat.  These questions, along with hundreds more, will be explored as we investigate zoology.  
Whether you are watching your dog play, or thinking about becoming a zookeeper, you will be acquiring new knowledge as you become more aware of the world in which you live.

Dear Parents and Students,
My name is Sam Bond and I am excited to be the new science teacher at Toledo Jr/Sr High. In addition to my classroom experience, I have several years of experience working in the field of biology, marine science, ecology and environmental science.

As the teacher for Zoology, I hope to spark an interest in how the world around us works. My goal is that each student enjoys working in my class and takes away anything from an in intriguing fact to a new career path.

In order to run a fun and safe classroom, I have a couple requests. Please read the following and sign in the blanks provided. More information can be found on the back. 
Request #1:  Please read the “Welcome to Zoology” packet and, in particular, the information summarized in the syllabus.  Once you have, please sign below.      

____________________________            ___________________________

        Parent’s signature



Student’s signature
Request #2 for parents only: Throughout this Zoology course, several motion picture videos may be used.  Some of these may include Discovery Channel and National Geographic specials.  Study packets have been designed to accompany the viewing of these films.  All of these films are rated a maximum of PG-13.  Please sign below if you give your student permission to participate in watching these films in class.


_____________________________



      Parent’s signature

Request #3:  Students will be involved in many laboratory activities throughout the year.  Part of the training in the laboratory is a unit called “Lab Techniques and Safety.”  This unit is designed for students, to instill the proper attitude toward safety and assist them in understanding the seriousness of safety standards in the science classroom and laboratory. The unit includes instruction in laboratory techniques and procedures, and first aid and emergency treatment of laboratory accidents.  To ensure parents’ and students’ awareness of student responsibility toward safety, everyone is requested to sign the safety contract.

Safety Contract:


The student will

· Follow all instructions given by the teacher.

· Read directions thoroughly before beginning a lab investigation.

· Protect eyes, face, hands, and body while conducting a lab investigation.

· Review all safety guidelines in each lab investigation before beginning.

· Know the location of first aid and emergency equipment.

· Conduct self in a responsible manner at all times in class.

I, ____________________________________ have read and agree to abide by the safety regulations as set forth above and also any additional printed instructions provided by the teacher and/or the school.  I further agree to follow all other written and verbal instructions given in class.

Date ________________

____________________________






                Student’s signature






_________________________________________







       Parent’s signature

To delve deeper into the Zoology, we will be participating in a variety of laboratory, field and online experiences. Students are required to have access to my classroom website for educational resources we will be using in class. Please feel free to look through the website, where you’ll find information on all the courses I teach, a background about me, and links to additional resources. 

http://msbondscience.weebly.com/
Many labs will include dissections to delve deeper into the understanding of plant and animal anatomy. Other labs or field trips may include intensive physical activity. Please let me know ASAP if you have any questions or concerns.

Please do not hesitate to call or email me with any questions or requests. I believe communication between students, parents, the community and the teaching staff will be a great advocate for the classroom.

Cheers, 
Samantha Bond

Toledo Jr/Sr High School Science Teacher

Cell: 603-340-4648

sam.bond@lincoln.k12.or.us
TOLEDO JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
SYLLABUS
	Course:
	Zoology

	Type:
	Science Education

	Instructor:
	Samantha Bond

	Prep Period:
	6th period – Room 237 and 239

	Email:
	sam.bond@lincoln.k12.or.us

	Phone:
	541-336-5104 x 147 (classroom)               541-336-5104 x 148 (laboratory)


Course Description
	Course Overview:
	This course is aimed at enhancing analytical skills and providing students with opportunities to develop their understanding of the principles of the diversity of life.  It is aligned with the standards set by the Next Generation Science Standards and the Oregon Department of Education.  Zoology includes an exploration of the diversity of life and conservation needs.

	Significant Deadlines for the Semester:
	At the end of each unit, all work from that unit will be due, including any revisions or improvements of all assignments, projects, and tests.

	Course Passing Criteria:
	
100  – 90% = A

 89   – 80% = B

 79   – 70% = C

 69   – 60% = Incomplete (if you do not take care of it; will change to “F”)
                      < 60 %  = F

	Grading Criteria:
	For this class, each unit will include a variety of assignments, projects, tests and other evaluations.  Each evaluation is weighed and given an initial score. If a student is not proficient in the evaluation, they will be given time to “redo” their assignments or re-take their tests until they show proficiency.
The only assignments that students will not have the opportunity to redo is the daily journal. This journal is graded as a zero or 100 based on attendance, thoroughness, thoughtfulness and class participation. A more detailed explanation to follow.

	Marks in Pinnacle:
	In addition to point grades, the following marks will be used in the pinnacle grade book:
· X = an excused assignment (no impact on your grade)
· R = a revision of your assignment is required for grading
· IN = a revision of your assignment, one which assess a standard, is required for grading
· Z = missing work, never turned in
· T = turned in work, not yet graded
· 0 = student received zero points on work turned in
· Blank = teacher has not yet processed the paper work/due date pending


	Textbook:
	No textbook will be used throughout the course, but a wide variety of resources and materials will be used. These materials will be handed out in class or posted on the class website. Ability to access the class website is mandatory for all students.

	Required Materials:
	· Pens/pencils 
· 2” 3-ring binder
· A 70-sheet, wide-ruled spiral notebook



	Suggested Materials:
	· Colored pencils
· Highlighters
· Graph paper


Standards Assessment
	Course Standards:
	Science – Next Generation Science Standards
Structure and Function
· HS-LS1-2. Develop and use a model to illustrate the hierarchical organization of interacting systems that provide specific functions within multicellular organisms.

· HS-LS1-3. Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that feedback mechanisms maintain homeostasis.

Inheritance and Variation of Traits
· HS-LS3-1. Ask questions to clarify relationships about the role of DNA and chromosomes in coding the instructions for characteristic traits passed from parents to offspring.

· HS-LS3-2. Make and defend a claim based on evidence that inheritable genetic variations may result from: (1) new genetic combinations through meiosis, (2) viable errors occurring during replication, and/or (3) mutations caused by environmental factors.



	Standard Assessment Policy:
	Each standard will be assessed using a variety of readings, short writing assignments, projects, text assignments, journals, and tests.

	Standard 
Make-Up Policy:
	Taking the opportunity to fix mistakes for the purpose of learning the material will be required in this course.  There will be no limit to how many times you may “redo” an assignment or test to improve the quality as long you complete the revisions within the same unit grading period. 


General Policies
	Accommodations:
	Reasonable accommodations can be made for any student for any demonstration of knowledge as long as an agreed upon plan is approved by the student and teachers before being implemented.  Please contact the course instructor for more information.

	Attendance:
	If a student must miss class, please contact the course instructor as soon as possible for missed materials and make-up assignments.

	Participation:
	Participation is noted by your attendance, class involvement as well as your cooperation in supporting and helping other students. Building scientific and biological background knowledge takes time, effort and cooperation. Thus, it is encouraged for students to mentor each other, become tutors and participate in study groups. It is never appropriate to treat another student in a demeaning or derogatory manner based on their lack of knowledge or skill level. You are expected to engage and conduct yourself in a professional manner.

	Conduct: 

	Cellular phones must be turned off. Any form of disruptive behavior during class times, i.e. chatting, is not welcome and will not be tolerated. 







	Late Work: 
	Late work will be accepted within the unit grading period it is assigned. 10% of the points will be removed for all late work.

	Laboratory:
	Daily, we will be working in the laboratory. To be able to make the most of these hands-on sessions, it is important that all directions are followed closely and each student pays particular attention to his or her assignment. Laboratory attire should include closed-toe shoes. Loose, oversized clothing, dangling jewelry and other large accessory items are NOT to be worn. No food or drinks are permitted in the laboratory. 

	The Journal:
	Daily questions will be written on the whiteboard when you arrive to class. Each student will have the opportunity to reflect on this question in his or her journal as class begins. The grading policy for this journal is “all or nothing.” Full credit will be given if the rules below are followed. If any rule is not followed, the student will receive zero on the journal for that day. This is the only assessment that students do not have the opportunity to make-up or redo, however, two days of journal grades will be dropped for the final grade. For example: Of the three total zeros that a student receives in a trimester because he or she misses two day of classes and is tardy on another day, two of the zeros will be dropped from the final grade. 
Rules:
(1) Once the door to the classroom is shut signaling the start of class, voices are off and each student is focused on his or her journal reflection.
(2) The student is thoughtful and thorough in his or her response to the question. In science, there is never a wrong answer, just the opportunity to explore a new theory. 
(3) After everyone has had a chance to respond to the question in their journals, we will discuss the question as a class. If a student is called upon to explain his or her theory, they must respectfully participate.


	Mad Science Tickets:
	Tickets will be given to students to use in a raffle of epic items at the end of each trimester. If you receive a ticket, write your name on it and place it in the class’ Mad Science Beaker. At the end of the trimester, I will draw tickets for students to choose a prize from the Cache. How to earn these tickets: At my judgment, I will hand out tickets for merit, classroom and peer helpfulness, and other moments that surpassed expectations.



	Technology:
	Website:
The website includes all necessary information to success in this class. This syllabus, the class description, class calendar, homework, study guides, relative links and a unit science challenge are posted on the website. 
http://msbondscience.weebly.com/


 HYPERLINK "https://sites.google.com/a/lincoln.k12.or.us/boomer-science/" \h 
